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BY TYMISK TRAPES

Veronica Stephenson knew what she
needed to enhance her business when she
first spotted the digital sewing machine.

The orily question was How to afford it

Thes, the North Miami resident found
out about Miami-based Micro-Business

USA. a modwﬁum# organization-that pro-

vides training and loans to ‘smatli busi-
ness owWners mﬁm low-incomie individuale
throughout South Florida. After complet-
ing the initial elght-week seminars and
trai ining sesstons, Sterhénson was eligible

for a $1,000 business grant mm@bm@mm& E\ ;
Plantation-based DHL. Chosen 4  recipi-

ent, she was able to purchase the $850

machine, which S_ﬁﬁm& lannch Wmn home-
ﬁm.vma line of wonen's textiles, < ©

“There are & lot of things I can o now,

such as embroidery,” mmmmw nsen said, It
also allows me to customize each phece {of
lothing] and get more orders out.”
DHLUsBusiness Development Partnership
prografn, which beganin South Florida last
year, enables selected micro-business own-
ers whe participate in the Micro-Business
program assistance with Jaunching their
businesses, Micro-business -owhers are
considered those who operate a business
on little funds with a siall customer ..w.mmmu
.Sﬁmn ehiomes:

In many ¢dses, the owners have %mw.
culty o@.nmEEm. financial assistance from
a w.mbw.o lending corfipary because they
lack lonig-term “established credit and
enough' collateral. According to a study
conducted by the Aspen Instifute Field
Prograuy, close to 10:8 million micro-busi-
ness entrepreneurs have applied to banks
for finanicing and been rejected.

This"is DHI's second-year participat-
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I For more information on the
Businass Dm{m_@v%mmw Partnershin
or Micro-Businass USA, contacy
Miteotia Fordhar at (305) 438-1407,
ext. 204, via e-miall at toria@micrs
businessusa.org oF visit the Web sit
at www.microbusinessusa.org.

Cing in the program with its local part-
" ner, Micro-Business USA. So far, DHL has

given away $60,000 to 30 grant recipients
metropolitan areas.

Milteria Pordham, exseutive director of
54, said Micro-Business

& need 1o ship products and

sign a statement that they plan to send
hin the next 90 days,

Kelly Keogh, DHLs director of corporate

s2id the program not only

gives micro-business owners {inancing,

-but also alfows DHL to develop and diver

gify its customer base. In addition to the
cash, each of the recipients receive 103 uh«ml
paid DHL ShipReady shipping products
with 110 picleup or dels very fees,

“Typically, we give to nonprofits or char
ities, but this way. we get to work hand in
hand with small business costomers that
are important to our business and offer
them onr knowledgs,” Keogh said,

it

A push over the top

Drevrick Miller, one of last year’s 10 South
Florida grant winners, said the money was
the catalyst that sliowed him to kicksstart
hig hira 13 the 108, distribuior for
his business as the US. distributor for

See GRANTS, nexi page

Gall 954-949-7000

10 reserve your space.

After-all, with 2 readersh

hip of over Mwmumce_ top managers and
executives, were associazed with all the right people.
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